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The Annual General Meeting of Shepparton 

Villages was held on Tuesday 24 October 2017 in 

the Tarcoola Activity Centre. 

Board Chair, Merushe Asim welcomed Guest 

Speaker – Sean Rooney CEO of Leading Aged 

Services Australia (LASA) who provided an 

overview of ageing in the future.  

Members of Shepparton Villages joined the 

Board, Executive Management, and staff to 

celebrate another successful year and to receive 

an overview of the future direction Shepparton 

Villages will take including an update on the new 

and proposed developments being undertaken.  

 

Staff Milestone Awards were presented by 

Merushe Asim and CEO Kerri Rivett to staff 

celebrating 10, 15, 20 and 30 years of service to 

Shepparton Villages, which is a wonderful 

testament to the organisation and the dedication 

and commitment our staff have to our residents. 

Annual Staff Awards were presented again this 

year to staff who were nominated by the staff, 

residents, and resident’s families for going above 

and beyond in their contribution to the 

organisation.  This year’s overall winner of Staff 

Member of the Year was Christine Davies. 

 

Full details of all recipients on Page 4. 
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Graham Hill Retires from 

the Board of Shepparton 

Villages 

Graham Hill retires this year after 15 years on the 

Board of Shepparton Villages.  During this time 

Graham – a past Board President has held almost 

every office on the Board. 

The Board, CEO, Executive Management, and 

staff extend their thanks and gratitude to Graham 

for his valuable contribution to Shepparton 

Villages during his time on the Board. 

Thank you Graham. 
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Left 

15 years service 

Merushe Asim 

Anne McCarthy 

Christine Davies 

Right 

10 years service 

Merushe Asim 

Sue Henderson  

Values Champions 

Left to right: 

Nicole Macintosh 

Tracy Campbell 

Christine Greig 

Maggi Dighton 

Vicki Emanuelli 

 

 

Annual Staff Awards 

Left to right: 

Christine Davies 

Adrian Stagg 

Margaret Tenance 

Barry Curtis 
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   Staff Milestone Awards 

10 Years 

Sharryn Anderson 

Sarah Candy 

Julie Daniel 

Fiona Davies 

Ann Doyle 

Sue Henderson 

Karen Jenkinson 

Melinda Mann 

Deborah Panettieri 

Imelda Pummeroy 

Jacqueline Seabrook 

Carly Sharp 

David Shipston 

Anna Mieke Tielen 

15 Years 

Jennifer Brittain 

Tavis Dalziel 

Christine Davies 

Julianne Haddow 

Anne Lepp 

Anne McCarthy 

Natasha Mundy 

Joy Winters 

20 Years 

Glenda Rowe 

30 Years 

Doreen O’Shea 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Staff Awards as nominated by 

Staff, Residents and their Next of Kin 

Margaret Tenace – Acacia House 

 

Maria Wiedemann – Banksia Lodge 

 

Julie Haddow – Hakea Lodge 

 

Poh Chai Lee – Boronia House 

 

Jessica Vanderschoot – Waratah Lodge 

Alisha Brown – Waratah Lodge 

 

Yogi Kulanthaivello – Grevillea Lodge 

Saravana Kuma Raju- Grevillea Lodge 

Nesta Conti – Grevillea Lodge 

Louise Dalton – Grevillea Lodge 

 

Adrian Stagg – Maintenance and Gardening 

Barry Curtis – Maintenance and Gardening 

 

Nicole Mackintosh – Administration 

 

Employee of the Year 

 

Christine Davies 

 

Team of the Year 

 

Waratah Lodge 
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 Our new 120 bed building is quickly taking 

shape and on track for completion mid 2018. 

Some of you may have heard that our Board has 

recently approved our next project, the 

redevelopment of Rodney Park. This facility – 

although deeply loved by residents, is in need of 

work and we are in planning stages for a 

redevelopment of Rodney Park. We are currently 

holding information sessions with residents and 

their families to keep everyone fully informed of 

our plans.  I am deeply committed to ensuring 

that all our residents remain within the 

Shepparton Villages family. 

We’ve celebrated some wonderful birthdays at 

Shepparton Villages recently – every day seems 

to produce another birthday cake! However, 

birthdays over the age of 100 are very special. I 

want to wish Bob Dowdell a very happy 100th 

birthday for recently, along with approaching 

birthdays for Edna Harling who will turn 103 in 

October and Jessie Jones who turns 104 in 

November. Amazing people celebrating amazing 

milestones! 

Last time I wrote, I urged you all to keep warm, 

but it looks like the sunshine is here to stay, so 

enjoy it before it becomes too hot! 

Kerri Rivett 

CEO Message 

Our recent Annual General Meeting was a real 

celebration of Shepparton Villages - from staff 

recognition and milestones, through to the sheer 

number of people who value and support the 

organisation and turn up each year to hear about 

all that has been happening. 

I was pleased to be able to present a very full 

report card for the previous year – so much 

happening with new buildings and constant 

changes in Aged Care for us to keep an eye on. 

Our staff are our greatest asset and I enjoyed the 

opportunity to formally recognise the work they 

do at our Annual General Meeting. 

It was wonderful to have Leading Aged Services 

Australia (LASA) CEO Sean Rooney as our guest 

speaker. Sean has a wealth of experience and was 

kind enough not only to give a very enlightening 

address on the future of aged care in rural and 

regional areas at the AGM, but to also address 

our board and senior staff earlier in the day.  

Sean was impressed with our new building, 

having undertaken a site tour earlier in the day. 

The AGM was tinged with some sadness as we 

farewelled long serving Board Member Graham 

Hill. Graham has been a past president of the 

organisation and a dedicated and enthusiastic 

Board member for 15 years. There is a great 

tribute to Graham in our Annual Report - anyone 

wanting a copy can ask for a copy at reception, 

or find it on our website. 

We launched our new Values at each of our 

facilities recently and recognised the work done 

by our Values Champions at the AGM. We are 

truly proud of our new Values and believe they 

fully represent all that we do here at Shepparton 

Villages. 

 . 
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We’ve also entered in to the Pedometer 

Challenge again this year in an attempt to get 

everyone out and about and keeping fit. The take 

up has been down on last year but we still have 

some very dedicated teams and individuals who 

are clocking up steps and helping to raise money 

for Shepp Villages. 

On the fundraising front, our Giving Tree Appeal 

has reached $44k and we will again promote it as 

our Christmas Appeal as there are many things 

needed for the new building. Have you noticed 

how quickly that building is progressing – we will 

be finished before no time!  

We are also running a charity promotion with 

Shepp Villages - Pizza with a Purpose. For every 

pizza voucher taken in to Shepparton Pizza, 

Shepp Villages gets 10% of the sale. We are 

hoping to use as many vouchers as possible – so 

if you know of family or friends who might like a 

voucher (entitles you to a free small pizza with 

every large pizza ordered) – please collect 

vouchers form the administration offices at each 

of the three sites. 

Until next time, enjoy the beautiful weather! 

Jo Breen 

 

 

Marketing Department 

News 

I can barely believe there are Christmas 

decorations popping up around the place - only 

feels like yesterday we were packing up the tinsel 

and getting ready for 2017! 

As we scoot along in to the festive season, with 

the weather warming and people getting out and 

about, we are turning our minds to all the 

celebrations that make it such a special time here 

at Shepparton Villages. 

If it’s one thing I’ve noticed, it is how Shepp 

Villages celebrates! 

That was evident at our AGM recently where we 

celebrated our staff – both with the milestone 

recognition of those who have served many years 

at Shepparton Villages and with the presentation 

of staff awards. These awards recognise the 

wonderful job our staff do on a daily basis, made 

even more special by the fact that it is their 

colleagues and residents who nominated them 

for the award. 

Once again, we have had some terrific 

community partnerships happening at Shepp 

Villages. We will be welcoming Paula from 

Bunnings back in early December to help 

construct some raised garden beds at Tarcoola. 

Bunnings has always been a terrific supporter of 

Shepparton Villages. 

The students form Berry Street School also 

continue to visit Shepp Villages – with some 

students now joining our Love to Sew Ladies for 

some lessons and mentoring. They couldn’t have 

asked for a better group to learn from – we have 

the very best sewing ladies in the country! 
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POAs are not just for those in the latter years, 

everyone over the age of 18 is advised to have 

one. I didn’t realise the importance of these 

documents until I started at SRV and quickly 

remedied the situation, so if I am ever in the 

position through ill health or accident of not 

being able to make my own decisions I have 

someone I trust to do it for me rather than a 

stranger in a court room! 

The best place to have a POA written is through a 

legal firm so you are confident everything is 

completed correctly. However, there is also a kit 

available through Office of Public Advocate if you 

want to do it yourself.  

www.publicadvocate.vic.gov.au 

I also have a few hard copies in the office so 

please pop in if you need one. 

Otherwise have fun spring cleaning    

Helen and Luisa  

Admissions 

 

Admissions 

 

 

 

With spring now well and truly with us, some 

people may be cleaning out cupboards, washing 

curtains etc I thought it might be a good time to 

think about spring cleaning your legal affairs! 

Most people have a will in place with executors 

named to carry out the duties of distributing an 

estate. There can be the misconception that 

executors can perform these duties when a 

person becomes incapable of carrying these 

duties out for themselves. This is not the case. 

To enable someone to act for you when you are 

unable, a Power of Attorney (POA) needs to be 

completed formally naming the person(s) and 

having them accept the position. There are two 

main types of POA, Financial and personal matter 

and Medical treatment, it is advisable to get 

them both together and appoint people you 

trust to make decisions on your behalf when 

required. You can choose as to when the POA 

can take effect, immediately, when you cease to 

have decision-making capacity or another time, 

circumstances or occasion. 

 

http://www.publicadvocate.vic.gov.au/
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Tarcoola Village, Support 

Group, and Bus Trips 

 

Hi everyone, well at last we have some Spring 

weather, hasn’t it been a mystery lately what 

tomorrow will bring.  Usually cold or wet on 

Bowls Days but we have got used to that and 

enjoy it when we have a nice sunny day. 

 

Welcome to all our new residents, nice to have 

one or two for our luncheon , and also on our 

trips. 

 

Would love to see a few more people come to 

our HAPPY HOURS, which are a good time to 

have a social drink (we cater for everyone) and 

cheese, bikkies, and other nibbles.  I am told that 

we used to get over 20 three years or so ago, 

that would be great. So now the good weather is 

here, pop over about 4.30 p.m. and join us, in the 

Activity Centre. 

 

 

We have lost a few of our “Village Family” over 

the past few months.  We extend our sympathy 

to all the families who have lost loved ones and 

hope that the love of your friends, and your faith 

will help you through this time of sadness.  

Most of our travellers are back home after 

escaping the Winter or part thereof, I had 3 

weeks at Burleigh Heads, and really soaked up 

the sun – up to 26 degrees some days, really hard 

to adjust to!  But we are lucky to be able to do it, 

and more so  thankful to come home to our 

“own place”, nothing like home sweet home.  

 

Our meal numbers have dropped off a little bit, 

but the same regulars are coming each month.  I 

think residents get a bit confused sometimes 

with our luncheon and the chef’s luncheon.   Our 

date is always the second Wednesday in the 

month, but sometimes the chef’s luncheon is 

booked in for that date at either our Activity 

Centre or one of the other villages, and residents 

are not sure who they should support.  We are 

trying to sort this out, but haven’t been able to as 

yet. Still working on it, so just check your flyers 

carefully for whose luncheon is on.  
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Congratulations ……. 

We have several residents reach great 

milestone’s in their life in the last few months, 

Joan Howlett celebrated her 90th birthday for 

about a fortnight!  Good on you Joan, and Beryl 

Alexander also celebrated her 90th birthday. 

Rene Pell and Kath Dowley also celebrated their 

90th birthdays.  Eileen Wright’s 90th is on 27th 

October; good on you girls, celebrate in style. 

 

 

Our Residents Christmas break-up tea is on 

Thursday 7th December in the Activity Centre.  

This year we are going back to the old buffet 

style where everyone brings a plate, and we put 

the drinks in the centre to help yourselves.  You 

will get flyers in your mail box closer to the time. 

 

 

 

 

Our Chef’s Christmas Luncheon is on 

Wednesday 13th December at the Activitiy 

Centre. You will get a flyer in the mail for this also 

closer to the time. 
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On last weekend in October I am taking 2 buses 

and 18 people on an ‘overnighter’ to Marysville.  

Everything is going along smoothly and we are 

all getting excited about it.  The weather should 

be lovely then, and I have a great ‘sight-seeing’ 

program organised. 

   

 

I wish you all a very happy and blessed 

Christmas, it is only 3 months away, and the way 

the days roll by it will be on us before we know it.  

So start writing those cards, and buying a few 

bargains when you see one. 

 

Stay healthy and God bless, until next time. 

Edie Poliness 

Tarcoola News/secretary/Treasurer Support 

Group, and trip coordinator 

 

 

Bus Trips 

 

We didn’t have any trips in the Winter as 

everyone wants to stay home in the warm, and I 

don’t blame them; so do I.   

We had 27 people go to Murchison Bakery in 

early October, and then on to Nagambie where 

we went to a few of the old shops in the main 

street.  The ‘stitch it’ one had some lovely 

patchwork quilts etc, the op shop etc, and then 

had lunch overlooking the lake. After lunch we 

went to the Museum which was really interesting 

with lots of farm relics, Fire Brigade reels, the old 

‘box on wheels’ of the travelling salesmen who 

used to come to your door with materials, lace to 

name a few things of interest. It was a nice 

relaxing day out. 

 

Thankyou again to our loyal bus drivers.  

Hopefully we will have a new group trained soon, 

which will make it easier on the 3 or 4 that we 

call on all the time.  You do a great job boys. 
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Two lucky students also put on our VR goggles 

and explored the depths of the ocean and even 

went on a wild roller coaster ride while sitting in 

the comfort of our lounge. 

 

 

 

A group of our Ladies had a trip out to an Orchid 

Farm, Orrvale.  We had morning tea there and 

our host Tony gave an informative talk on 

growing and caring for Orchids.  We then walked 

through his shade houses and saw his beautiful 

Orchids.  Our residents had a very interesting 

morning and came home with an Orchid flower 

each.  

 

Hakea Lodge 

Welcome to Hakea Lodge’s news.  It has been a 

long cold miserable winter and there has been 

plenty of illness about so we hope the Spring 

weather helps clear the air. 

 

Welcome to our new residents Mrs Margaret 

(Peggy) Downes, Mr William (George) O’Keeffe, 

Mr Henry (Harry) Gibson, Mrs Doris Stone & Mrs 

Olive Stammers.  We hope that you all enjoy your 

time with us at Hakea & look forward to seeing 

you at lots of our activities. 

Berry street students have continued coming in 

over the last term and during that time have 

been playing all sorts of games. The students 

loved to learn and a few students became very 

competitive with each other. They were taught to 

knit by some very willing residents and one male 

student stood out from the rest and picked up 

the art of knitting very quickly.  
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We recently hosted the Prep students of Bouchier 

Street Primary. They came loaded with a basket of 

books which they happily read to our residents, they 

eagerly sat listening and joining in with their reading. 

Our residents were pleasantly surprised with the 

reading skills and wonderful manners of these very 

young students. The students were treated to a 

biscuit and drink before heading back to school. We 

look forward to having them back again another 

time. 

 

Bourchier Student with Tilly Czech 

 

 
Anne Wright 
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  Our ladies were taught the art of making 

necklaces by the awesome ladies from the 

Tarcoola Activity Centre (Love to Sew Ladies). 

These necklaces have been worn with pride 

knowing that they made them themselves. 

 

Marie Molisak & Tilly Czech 

 

Noemi Coutts & Shirley Garner 

 

We have some residents who previously loved to 

play the odd round or two of golf, they happily 

had a turn at our indoor putting session. Many of 

these residents commented on how good it felt 

to have a golf club back in their hands. 

 

 
Anne Wright 

 
Lorna Ellis 
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Spring has arrived & we have already been 

enjoying it with some of our residents eating 

lunch outdoors. 

 

Residents have purchased & tasted, the fish and 

chips and the egg and bacon rolls which have 

been a big hit along with the freshly cooked 

chips, salad rolls, and of course the ever-popular 

cappuccino to go along with some sweet treats 

of coffee scrolls & vanilla slices.   

We have even taken our lunch outdoors where 

the sunshine and aromas of our take away lunch 

increased our appetites making it more delicious. 

Big Cheers to the food van and we will be coming 

back again for more tasty morsels. 

 

 
Anne Wright, Val Lea (volunteer) 

Glenys (staff) & Muriel Burns 

 

 

Tilly Czech, Nancy Fraser with 
Marg (Volunteer) & Tayla 

 

 

Hannah came in to Hakea and gave an 

informative talk about her career as a Makeup 

Artist and Beautician.  Hannah works for the 

Sydney Opera Theatre company in Melbourne 

when they come to the Arts Centre to do a 

season.  Hannah talked about her work applying 

makeup and gave the ladies a few tips.  Lorna 

volunteered for a demonstration makeup. 
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We have had a few students at Hakea Lodge 

doing their placement, so they have been helping 

with our walking group, pushing wheelchairs. 

Our residents love going out for a walk around 

the beautiful facility gardens on these lovely 

Spring days.  
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We had our first BBQ outside for the 

Spring.  There is nothing like the smell of 

sausages and onions cooking to get our residents 

outside.  The residents really enjoy having a BBQ, 

to finish it off they had chocolate ice-creams for 

sweets, which they love. We had quite a few 

sitting outside enjoying the lovely Spring 

weather. 

 
 

 

 

 

Hakea residents have been enjoying our new 

program watching movies every afternoon along 

with some light refreshments. 

 
 

 

Good luck with the up coming Melbourne Cup 

we hope you all have a great day watching and 

winning. 

That’s all from Hakea , keep well and enjoy this 

beautiful weather we are having 

From all the lifestyle staff at Hakea. 

 



17 

 

  

 

  

      

. 

 

 

Our Berry Street Students 

Yes we claim them, as they walk into the dining 

room with so much happiness our residents are 

bursting at the seams waiting for them.  It is 

wonderful to see the interactions – age and 

health are no barrier!  The morning is planned 

around our residents, building model cars, 

playing 500, puzzles, painting and beauty – a 

rewarding morning for all.   

 

Bill recently celebrated his 92nd Birthday and 

there wonderful students baked and decorated 

his cake with a selection of handmade cards on 

top.  Bill was lost for words with excitement. 

 

 

Acacia House 

Hello and welcome to you all.  We are now 

getting the taste of the beautiful Spring weather.   

A bus load of our residents hopped aboard for 

an adventuress afternoon.  Firstly to see our new 

Courthouse which is under construction, their 

remark was “why so big? – we don’t have that 

much trouble in Shepparton we are starting to 

look like Melbourne!” 

Then out Old Dookie Road, heading to Dookie 

looking across from Mount Major towards 

Benalla to see the fields ablaze with yellow 

canola is certainly breathtaking. 

 

Then turning into Dookie College, driving around 

the college streets, to see the buildings of yester-

year we all reminisce about our own homes in 

this era and it brings so much joy to the heart. 

Then into the township of Dookie the aroma and 

Spring air beckons us to stop at the ever inviting 

gardens.  The bus was bouncing along with 

happiness.  We decided to drive home via New 

Dookie Road, for a change of scenery.  An 

afternoon enjoyed by all.  A big thank you to Gail 

and Lisa.                    

           
 



18 

 

  

  
Fathers Day  

We displayed a short story and photos of our 

Dads from yester-year to now.  This brought so 

much interest to fellow residents and families, 

knowing that they also had worked at your place 

of employment, as well as played sport for the 

same club.  Wow, to see there handsome chaps 

on our wall at Acacia. 

 

Shepp Show 

Our residents have been busy with their show 

pieces.  Betty colouring and Merrill a canvas 

painting.  Vera and Dulcie entered paintings, 

Joan knitting, Ruby needlework.  Brian a painting 

of his forklift that he made over 60 years ago out 

of a Dodge truck, parts from a model ford, etc.  

Brian even added mud from his orchard on the 

wheels and ground.   Brian was highly 

commended for his picture at the Shepparton 

Show. 

 

Footy Tipping 

Our residents were looking forward to seeing 

Harry each week as they knew he held the magic 

they were so interested in seeing the scores, to 

see how they were on the Tipping Board.  This 

year it was hard to judge who would come out 

on top. 

Our residents enjoyed helping make and 

decorate our dining rooms in Richmond Tigers 

and Adelaide Crows fanfare.  We were so proud 

of our home team.  Our scores were 

 

 

1st            Bill Robinson       132 

2nd           Joan Morrow       124 

3rd            Peggy Wright      121  
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Our Book Club has been enjoying reading 

outside in the courtyard in the nice Spring 

weather.  This also enables us to take the 

residents for a wheel chair walk to the river and 

around the gardens at Tarcoola. 

 

 

Our residents have many age and gender 

sketches to choose from for colouring.  Many 

have folders full as this is a stimulating project for 

them. 

. 

 

A big thank you to all the entertainers who come 

to Acacia this is their afternoon / morning of 

signing along dancing. clapping, reminiscing with 

so much happiness. 

 

Kayla (staff member’s daughter) playing the 

Violin 
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Shepparton Show Winners! 

 

2nd Prize! 

Over the years Ruby has enjoyed needlework and 

is very proud to show her pieces to us all. 
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Joan started knitting as a young teenager at 

school and remembers knitting socks for the 

army.  At 35 years old Joan suffered a stroke, with 

four children and the youngest being only two.  

While in rehabilitation Joan set her mind to knit 

again, perseverance has paid off as Joan can still 

knit her chosen pieces, using only one hand!  It is 

remarkable to see how Joan masters this 

technique. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Prize! 

Merrill said even though she has special utensils 

to enable her hands to feed, she will still attempt 

to colour and paint.  Time is no factor, it’s the 

satisfaction of completing your work! 
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Volunteers 

 

We are so truly blessed to have our regular 

volunteers, come to our residents home to assist 

with their activities and outings.  The fun they 

have together is beyond words. 

 

 

 

Thank you to our volunteers!!! 

 

The Lifestyle team Marg, Gail and Kerrie 

Pictured is Peggy with her cooking utensils, and a 

photo of her daughter and granddaughters 

awaiting the arriival of twins. Pegy will have to 

put Wally our visiting puppy down to hold the 

precious babbies. 
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Spring is also a good time to be putting mulch in 

and around your garden beds to help with weed 

suppression and keeping the soil moist during 

the hot months that are fast approaching.  (Sugar 

cane mulch is always a good provider of 

nutrients and builds soil humus). 

 

The watering systems are up and running again 

but please ensure you let your gardening staff 

know if you notice any areas that are dry or 

broken sprinklers. 

This is also a good time to give your indoor 

plants a good feed with liquid fertiliser or 

Ozmocote. 

 

Summer bulbs can be planted now to ensure a 

wonderful display of gladiolis, calla-lillies, tubular 

daliahs and paeonies. 

Until next time……  Slip, slop, slap, seek, slide and 

be sun safe. 

 

Barry Curtis 

 

 

 

 

Barry’s Botanicals 

 

Spring is here!   Though it feels like Winter is still 

here….. 

As the warmer months approach there are 

several jobs that need to be done in and around 

your garden. 

Your pot plants can be repotted now with a good 

quality potting mix.  Watch out for aphids on 

your roses which can be easily controlled with a 

safe insecticide. 

 

 

Summer flowering seedlings could be put in now 

these include petunias, marigolds, zinnias and  

cosmos. 
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Bus Trips 

Our two recent monthly bus trips have been up 

to the Cobram Bottom Hotel, and across the river 

to the Mooroopna Golf Club for some Chinese 

food (highly recommended by the fellas) - again 

we lost a couple of fellas to the Pokies. 

 

As people on Facebook would have seen the 

fellas have been working together on some 

jigsaw puzzles lately.  A good little group 

challenging their brains with some problem 

solving.  We are yet to find a puzzle without any 

pieces missing yet.  

 

Our first completed puzzle.  YEAH!!! 

Men’s Shed 

The blokes in the Men’s Shed have been helping 

to fix some of the wooden toys from “The Cubby” 

- a Shepparton based Toy Library.  Millie, 4 and 

Patrick 3 popped along to the Shed today with 

mum Nadine Holgate to collect the newly fixed 

toys and a few more donations for the library.  

Nadine said The Cubby really values good quality 

wooden toys that are fun, educational and local.  

Our Men's Shed toys fit the bill perfectly!  The 

Shed has a range of toys to buy - at very, very 

cheap prices - and with Christmas not too far off, 

it's worth a visit!   

 

 
 

Open to visitors between 10am – 1pm on 

Wednesdays & Fridays. 
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Ian Cameron & Ed Penhall busy working on 

their mosaic project. 

 

 

Volunteer Harry Brittain refurnishing an old 

dolls house. 

 

 

Volunteer Leigh James has been showing the 

fellas a bit of local history on the internet, 

bringing up pictures of locations and people 

from the area’s past. 

 

Volunteer John Williams with Phil 

woodworking away on a variety of projects.  A 

reminder to everyone to place their Christmas 

orders in now, to the Shed, to ensure your 

orders are completed in time for the Christmas 

break. 
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  Update on the new 

development 

Wow this new building is really starting to take 

shape - and it's BIG! (And we haven't started 

putting walls up on ALL of it yet). Here are some 

snaps from the site.  

 

 

 

If you haven't been past lately - it's worth a drive, 

or a walk - and a visit to our Food Van - open 

Monday to Friday 6.30 am to 1.30 pm. 

 

 

Volunteer Phil Pye with the weather vane that 

has been repaired and spruced up with a 

colourful lick of paint. 

 

Volunteer Robbie Brittain has been assisting 

Geoff Walker to disassemble some old 

packing pallets to reuse the timber for some 

future projects. 

 

Kevin Grover 

Men’s Shed Coordinator 
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We were delighted recently to have a visit from 

the Shepparton Scottish Dancers under the 

leadership of Elizabeth Slee. Residents of 

Waratah and Boronia joined with ILU residents to 

enjoy the lovely dancing and delicious afternoon 

tea. Thank you to Elizabeth and her group of 

talented dancers and to the ever reliable Rodney 

Park helpers for providing the afternoon tea and 

clean up in the kitchen. 

 

 

 

Rodney Park Village 

Hello to all readers of Village Voice. I hope you 

are enjoying these warmer days. It’s great to be 

able to spend some time outdoors in the garden 

or chatting to neighbours. For many it has been a 

difficult winter with long cold days and illnesses 

like flu and gastro. We hope the warmer weather 

will see people feeling better and lift the spirits.  

 

Our gardens are blooming with colour, attracting 

the birds and the bees and gardeners are out in 

force. Springtime! What a lovely time of year. 

Let’s enjoy it before the heat arrives. 

•          Many of our travellers have returned home 

as the temperature up north is becoming too 

warm. We welcome them back to our 

community. [I am not at all jealous that they were 

able to escape the cold Mooroopna winter]. Well 

maybe just a little bit!!!!! 

•         As daylight savings is now in place, our 

monthly meal will change to 6pm. Hopefully 

we will continue to attract numbers in the high 

sixties.                                                                   
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Also our best wishes for a speedy recovery and 

return home to residents who are in hospital. We 

miss you!! Our best wishes to Heather and 

George and Sean and Emily as they cope with 

illness and injury. We miss you too.  

Our monthly visit to Undera Hotel is attracting 

numbers in the mid twenties, which requires two 

buses. We are well looked after by the staff and 

the meals are excellent. All residents are 

welcome. See Bud Oster to register your 

interest and book a seat on the bus. 

Exercise group meets each Tuesday at 

10.00am. Numbers are consistently between 14 

and 16. We enjoy a chat and a cuppa together 

after our workout. Come and join us. 

 By the time you read this, we will have enjoyed a 

lovely meal provided by Geoff Scales. I 

particularly enjoy this meal as I can arrive, relax, 

enjoy and go, leaving all the work to you and 

your wonderful girls. Thank you Geoff and Girls. It 

is very much appreciated.  



Also, we will have enjoyed a mystery trip with 24 

residents for a meal and sightseeing. 

President Pat Treacy sends his regards to all. 

Kath Treacy  

 

 

         

Ukulele group performs at Waratah on the first 

Tuesday of each month from 2.30 till 4.00pm. 

We continue to challenge ourselves with new and 

more difficult songs and hopefully provide some 

enjoyment for the residents. 

Croquet has resumed on Thursdays after a 

short winter break. For Information contact Joyce 

Russell  

Our Library has many books and is maintained by 

our dedicated librarian Sheila Haynes. Geoff Hill 

is another who quietly works without fuss. Thank 

you Sheila and Geoff. 

 

   

We have had a sad time recently with the loss of 

some much loved residents and family members. 

Our love, thoughts and prayers are with you, the 

bereaved families. 
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Our neighbours are still spotting a beautiful Red-

capped Robin from their north facing dining area 

and I spotted him near the hostel gardens along 

with his mate”. Thanks for your observations 

Marilyn. 

A great description which shows what joy we all 

get from observing nature at work! Be it the bird 

life or the abundance of flowering trees and 

shrubs around the village. They all lighten up the 

dark spots in life. 

 

The birds are breeding…well …like birds do at this 

time of the year when there is plenty of feed to 

sustain them and their offspring. Looks like a 

population explosion in all species. 

Fluff your feathers and enjoy the season!

               Keiran “Grumpy” Griffith. 

 

 

Here we go again 

Into Spring after one of those odd Winters. If the 

seasons didn’t change we would have little to 

grumble about! BUT goodbye cold. Roll on warm 

(not HOT) weather! 

 

The “Birdalicious” Banfields contributed their 

thoughts to a rare event as follows: “August 22nd, 

on a rare sunny morning, Phil and I were looking 

at the Blossoms on the Manchurian Pears outside 

our unit when we spotted a glorious Shiny Bronze 

Cuckoo- a stunning bird with brown horizontal 

stripes on a white breast, and when it turned a 

round, it displayed luminous green wings that 

glistened in the sunshine on its grey-brown upper 

parts. We were too slow to take a photo but it is 

definitely staying around as we hear it’s high-

pitched, descending ‘whee-ee’ call. 

It is great to see the New Holland Honeyeaters 

again along with the silvereyes and Yellow 

Rumped Thornbills.  
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Boronia House and Grevillea 

Lodge 

Hi all from Boronia and Grevillea, 

We have had a quiet start to Spring with a lot of 

bugs going around, but have definitely been 

enjoying the warmer weather, and soaking in the 

sunshine. 

 

We welcome a new care manager Gabby. 

Residents enjoyed a festive lunch with Christmas 

in July at Kyabram. 
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Residents had a special afternoon tea with 

entertainment by Glenda and special gifts for 

Father’s Day. 

 

Residents have been soaking up the sun and 

enjoying the warmth and gardens 
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The residents were also treated to some great 

Scottish dancing in the Activity Centre.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have enjoyed the footy season, with Grevillea 

having a great tipping competition  

Winners :    1st Frank 

                     2nd  Ron 

                     3rd  Ken 

Boronia has also been enjoying some resident 

cooking, baking up some afternoon treats. 
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The grand final day was a great success, all 

enjoying the BBQ and the win by the Richmond 

Tigers! 

 

Waratah Lodge 

Hello Everyone, 

Well things have been busy at Waratah Lodge with 

lots of trips to Big W, Shepparton RSL, Mooroopna 

Golf Club, etc. 

Our volunteer music makers continue to entertain 

our residents with wonderful songs to sing along 

with.  Our Thursday afternoon tea with Frank was 

enjoyed by all. 

Our gardeners are all out and about so our pots at 

the entrance will look great for Christmas this year. 

A wonderful afternoon of entertainment was 

enjoyed at the Rodney Park Activity Centre 

provided by the Mooroopna Highland Dancers.  

These children were great to watch with their feet 

flying across the floor!  All looked the part in their 

colourful costumes. 
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Bob’s Bingo and our whiteboard games continue 

to keep our grey matter working and sometimes 

stretching our brain to the limits to get a 9-letter 

word! 

 

Thank you to all the wonderful staff and the 

volunteers that make our days so bright, we are 

all so lucky! 

From the Waratah Team –  

Chris, Jennie, Kym & Karen 
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It was good to see Jean Roulston back in her unit 

after three months in various hospitals, nursing 

homes etc. , and she is walking well with the help 

of her wheelie. What a blessing they are for those 

who need them.  Barb Trudgen is just home after 

two months in Rushworth Hospital following an 

accident while gardening. I guess we can use that 

as an excuse to not do any gardening if we don’t 

feel like it. 

 

Three buses went to Benalla in August to see the 

presentation of  “Anything Goes” and it was very 

good. The female lead singer was especially 

memorable. 

The Kialla Gardens bus was once again driven by 

Harold and we appreciate his expertise greatly. 

We still have exercises, bingo, indoor bowls, pool 

and three sessions of cards in the Activity Centre 

each week as well as a happy hour.  There are 

two social nights with an evening meal per 

month as well as the Chef’s dinner quarterly and 

the Uniting Church has a service on the 4th 

Sunday of each month at 2 p.m. 

There certainly are plenty of activities in which we 

can be involved.  

Our thanks to our local committee for all the 

work they do and to the management for their 

contribution. 

Until next time Happy Days. 

Betty Russell 

  

 

 

Kialla Gardens Village 

 Greetings to all the other “Village People” Isn’t it 

nice to see the sunny weather although at time 

of writing the mornings are still cold. 

The blossom trees have been beautiful this year; 

however we have some of them marked with a 

tie because they are splitting or the roots are 

causing trouble for the gardeners and some of 

them may have to come out. 

 

We were pleased to welcome Lance and Wilma 

Woodhouse to No. 63 since the last edition and 

we understand that all the empty units have been 

allocated, but of course people need to sell their 

houses before they can make a move. Audrey 

Miller has moved from No. 3 to be near her 

family in Melbourne and we hear that she is very 

happy there. Roy Rowan has just moved in to 

Banksia from No. 18 and we know he will be 

happy there. 

 

Stuart & Joan Wilson enjoyed some very happy 

celebrations with their family for their 60th 

wedding anniversary in August and Trevor & 

Lola Batey are having their 60th on October 

26th. Congratulations to them and to anyone 

else having special dates as well. 
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John Davy, Eve Tattersall, Astrid and Arnold 

Gough 

 

Cath Chilcott, Beryl Grainger, Peter Abbey 

 

After we had eaten, we went to the Nagambie 

Historical Museum which Edie had previously 

organised to be opened for us. There was a large 

photographic display of Early Pioneers in the 

foyer and the usual display of articles of everyday 

use donated by local residents. Elaine Lodding, 

the curator, took some of us men out to the 

machinery display in the rear of the building, 

making sure that nothing was touched! 

After the tour, Edie collected us, put us in our 

buses and we were home by 4.30, tired, but very 

happy with the day.  

Don Horsey 

 

 

Bus Trips 

Our much-appreciated Tour Guide, Edie Poliness, 

arranged a trip to Nagambie for her October 

outing! After a slight delay, which was sorted out 

by Murray deciding to take 2 Village residents in 

his own vehicle. David and Vernon drove the 

other two buses! Our thanks go out to these 

three for their efforts. 

Down the highway, taking the turn-off and we 

were soon in Murchison. Our party of 26, 

although booked in by Edie, seemed to stretch 

the coffee machine at the Bakery quite 

considerably. But, eventually, loaded up with 

coffee, cake and take-aways, we headed out for 

our next stop in Nagambie. It is several months 

since I have been through Nagambie and I was 

surprised to see my favourite café had been 

completely removed!  It was replaced by a long, 

large hessian screen where somebody is 

obviously going to build something large. Our 

party moved off in different directions, some 

shopping, others sightseeing and others taking in 

the marvellous statue of Nagambie’s favourite, 

“Black Caviar”. Although Nagambie has been 

bypassed, it was good to see that a new 

shopping arcade and several units are to be built 

in the main street. 

Another surprise for me, was that the Hotel was 

now operated by the Nagambie Rowing Club! It 

has a lovely outlook over the lake and some of us 

took our drinks out onto the balcony. Our party 

ordered our meals and after we sat down a large 

group of “Bikies” arrived. They were very orderly, 

but it was a long time before their group had 

their orders taken. We were happy that we had 

not come in after them! 
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Open Garden at “Nithsdale” in Tatura was enjoyed 
by Norma Lebehen, owner Mrs Mactier and Norma 
Phillpot. 
 

Our men’s shed participants are still enjoying their 

weekly visits and the special outings. 

Musically we have enjoyed an array of music from 

our ever-faithful volunteers, Astrid, Frank, Marie & 

the band, Sing Australia, Steve, Janice, The 

Splinters, Glenda and 360 degrees choir (sorry if I 

have left anybody out). 

Residents meetings are still very well attended 

with residents happy to have their say of different 

issues. Peg’s nail bar is as popular as ever with 

residents enjoying their weekly manicure. St. 

Brendan’s attended Banksia to give an Anointing 

Mass which our Catholic residents appreciated 

very much.  

Unfortunately, our annual fete was cancelled but 

residents still enjoyed a sausage sizzle lunch and 

ice cream cones on the day. 

Our mobile library is still looked forward to by our 

residents and our bacon & egg breakfasts are still 

very popular. 

We had a guest painter visit, Peter who happily 

instructed our residents in the art of painting. 

Weekend cooking has been enjoyed by all who 

attend with Donna and the residents cooking 

treats (and then of course eating them)!! 

 

Banksia Lodge 

Well it’s been another busy few months at Banksia 

Lodge. 

Our bus outings have been wide & varied, they 

have also been very well attended and enjoyed. 

 

Betty Roberts enjoys a snack at Wunghnu Café. 

 

Shopping and morning tea at Big W is as popular 

as ever, Kyabram Club has seen us venture over 

twice recently once for lunch and pokies and then 

the always popular “Christmas in July” luncheon. 

Several morning teas have been enjoyed during 

weekends including The Wunghnu Café, the 

Windmill Café, Tatura Hot Bread, Riverside Plaza, 

Safeway Plaza and the Cup Cake Café. 
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The AFL Grand final was celebrated in the Chapel 

lounge with Chris officiating and handing out 

party pies, sausage rolls and other goodies, while 

no doubt cheering on her beloved Tigers. 

 

Bob Burnett & Dorne Wilkinson enjoying watching 
the “Tigers” win the AFL Grand Final 

 

Cheers for now from 

Jenni and Donna 

 

Our fellow resident Mr Robert (Bob) Dowdell 

recently turned 100 years old, this milestone was 

celebrated with family, friends, Residents and staff 

at Banksia Lodge.  Senior Sgt Brittain of the 

Shepparton Police attended to present Bob with a 

book, and an article featured in the Shepp News 

and Win T.V. 

  

Bob Dowdell 100 years old celebrations 
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The last Village Voice before Christmas.  Goodness 
me, where has the year gone?  
 
It's been a very busy year, a new grandson, Charlie. 
Trips to Queensland to visit the kids and grandies, 
short stays in Adelaide and Yamba, hosting two boys 
from the Pacific Boys Choir, Oakland USA and two 
Japanese students enjoyed their farm stay with us 
in a new caravan. 
 
Unfortunately our amazing resident Margaret Dent 
from Acacia House passed away one week 
before  her 101 birthday. We celebrated her amazing 
life with friends and family at Penny's restaurant in 
Kilmore. 
 
Looking for a great Christmas Gift, we have in the 
Salons, hairdressing vouchers. 
 

 
 

How exciting is it, to see our new Hostel taking shape, 
seems to be progressing very quickly. 
 
We'd love to see you in the Salons, even if it’s only 
for a chat. Please pop in, anytime. 
 
Wishing everyone a peacefully and blessed Christmas 
with family and friends. 

 

 
Until next year.  

 
Love Suzie 

 

 

 

 

Little Snippets 
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AUSTRALIA ALL OVER 

 

1. By what name is Route B100 better known? 

2. Name the Melbourne shopping centre 

frequented by foxy ladies Kath and Kim? 

3. Who preceded Robert Doyle as Lord Mayor 

of Melbourne? 

4. Which Melbourne suburb was home to the 

1956 Melbourne Olympic participants? 

5. In what Victorian Town would you find 

Rupertswood Mansion, birthplace of The 

Ashes? 

6. Name the 1970’s/80s Melbourne based TV 

series that filmed many scenes at the Retreat 

Hotel, Abbotsford? 

7. In what year did poker machines start 

operating in Victoria? 

8. Said to be the world’s longest fence, of more 

than 5,000km, it is there to restrict and 

restrain what in Australia? 

 

 

ANSWERS ON PAGE 43 

 

 

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

 

 

1. If you are conducting yourself by hiding your 

true identity, you are said to be ‘going ….’ 

What? 

2. What Gilbert and Sullivan operatta was set in 

Cornwall? 

3. The hairy threads on mussels are called 

what? 

4. How many stars are in our solar system? 

5. What salad vegetable is associated with 

space travel? 

6. What do the letters NBN stand for? 

7. What is Molly Meldrum’s first name? 

8. Who is the Queen’s eldest granddaughter? 

9. What acid is in acid car battery? 

10. How many inches in two yards? 

11. With whom do you associated the saying “A 

man’s gotta do what a man’s gotta do’? 

12. Which TV series features Henry Crabbe, chef, 

restaurateur, and detective inspector? 
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QUIZ FOR THE WELL READ 

 

1. In Luisa Alcott’s Little Women, what is the 

name of the sisters? 

 

2. In May Gibbs’ Snugglepot and Cuddlepie, 

what is the name of ‘the baddies’? 

 

3. Can you name the Bennet sisters in Jan 

Austin’s Pride and Prejudice? 

 

4. Judy, Med, Pip, Bunty, Baby, Nell, and The 

General are all characters in Ethen Turner’s 

famous book called what? 

 

5. Miles Franklin’s 16 year old heroine is 

anything by sweet and docile, she is 

“convinced love is not for her because she is 

ugly and clever, a hopeless combination”.  

What is the name of the book in which we 

meet Sybylla? 

 

6. In the many film productions of Robert Luis 

Stevenson’s Treasure Island can you name an 

actor who played Captain Flint? 

 

7. What is the name of Henry Lawson’s story 

where mates, using explosives, are 

confounded by the dog who picks up a 

lighted cartridge and runs through the camp 

fire with it? 

 

8. Who said, and to whom, “How often have I 

said, that when you have eliminated the 

impossible, whatever remains, however 

improbably, must be the truth’? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quiz by Peg Newman 
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  Set in Stone 

 

The Old Days 

 

Can you remember the old days 

When life was so much slower 

When you had the time to stand and stare 

When prices were so much lower 

When children walked to school 

And played in the street 

When neighbours were friendly 

Come in! Have a cuppa, take a seat. 

When you went to bed at night 

You slept without a care 

No need to ever feel afraid 

Such thoughts were never there. 

But we had no household gadgets 

That we have today 

It was on your knees with scrubbing brush 

That was the only way. 

The water in the tap was cold 

So we boiled the kettle 

What we didn’t have we didn’t miss 

It kept us on our mettle. 

They call them the good old days 

But there’s always good and bad 

It’s your life so you lived them 

Because that was all we had. 

But we are not living in the past 

We must accept the challenge of today 

It’s certainly not a bed of roses 

But it’s our life to live, come what may. 

The sky is blue and the sun still shines 

And the roses are in bloom 

There’s still a lot of achievements 

That outweigh the voice of doom. 

 

Joy Stone 
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FOR THE WELL READ 

 

1. Jo, Any, Beth, Meg March 

 

2. The Banksia Men 

 

3. Jane, Elizabeth, Mary, Catherine and Lydia 

 

4. Seven Little Australians 

 

5. My Brilliant Career 

 

6. None – he was a parrot 

 

7. The Loaded Dog 

 

8. Sherlock Holmes to Dr Watson 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL KNOWLEDGE 

 

1. Incognito 

2. Pirates of Penzance 

3. Byssus 

4. One 

5. Rocket 

6. National Broadband Network 

7. Ian 

8. Zara 

9. Sulphuric 

10. 72 

11. John Wayne 

12. Pie in the Sky 

 

 

AUSTRALIA ALL OVER  

1. Great Ocean Road 

2. Fountain Gate 

3. John So 

4. Heidelberg 

5. Sunbury 

6. The Sullivans 

7. 1992 

8. Dingos.  SA.   (Rabbit proof fence 5,600km – 

starts in Queensland near Jimbour on the 

Darling Downs and ends west of Eyre 

Peninsula SA) 
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 Thank you 

Thank you everyone who contributed to this edition of the Village Voice. 

 

Reminder: the next edition is  

JANUARY 2018 

Could all articles be sent in by 

Friday 5 January 2018 

Take lots of pictures from your activities or outings and send them to us also. 

 

 

Village Voice Contacts 
 

Producer / Editor  

Administration Department 

Sally Clifton – 5832 0800 

sallyc@sheppvillages.com.au 

 

Village articles collected by: 

Sally at Reception at Tarcoola Village 

Betty Russell at Kialla Gardens Village or 

Maria at Banksia Lodge Reception 

Pat Treacy and Geoff Freer at Rodney Park Village or Anne McCarthy at Reception 
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