
Getting the COVID-19 
Immunization Jab
RESIDENTS AT SHEPPARTON VILLAGES FINALLY RECEIVED THE FIRST DOSE OF THE 
COVID-19 VACCINATION, PFIZER LATE IN MAY.

After more than 8 weeks of 
speculation and promises, 
of discussion and advocacy, 
Shepparton Villages residents 
got their first dose of the 
vaccination on May 18 at 
Maculata Place. 

Banksia Lodge and Mooroopna 
Place residents followed on, 
however there was quite a wait 
for Hakea Lodge who had been 
left off the initial list.  Shepparton 
Villages continued to advocate 
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for the Hakea residents and were 
finally given notification of the 
vaccination for Hakea the night 
before it arrived on May 28.

Of the 42 residents at Hakea 
Lodge – 41 took up the offer 
to get the jab. Other uptakes 
were similarily as strong – with 
Mooroopna Place numbers 
slightly down, possibly as a result 
of recently opening and residents 
missing the opportunity in 
transition.

Hakea Lodge resident Edna Cuthbert (left), and Maculata Place’s Joan Bottomley (middle) and Ena Mehmet line up for their COVID-19 
vaccination.

Arrangements are being made 
to assist residents who missed 
the first dose opportunity for 
whatever reason, and who wish 
to receive a vaccine. 

Either way, a big sigh of relief 
was released when the last lot 
had been vaccinated. 

Authorities will be back to begin 
the second round commencing 
June 8, 2021.
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Message 
from the CEO

Finally, our residents are being 
vaccinated for COVID-19.

It has been such a long time 
coming and somewhat frustrating 
given our residents are amongst 
the most vulnerable. However, 
after Shepparton Villages applied 
as much pressure as possible to 
get the vaccination program to 
our residential sites, and with the 
assistance of Member for Nicholls, 
Damian Drum MP, and media 
drawing attention to our plight, the 
first dose of the Pfizer vaccine was 
rolled out to consenting residents. 

For residents living in our 
Independent Living Units, the 
Goulburn Valley vaccination hub at 
the showgrounds is one avenue, and 
the local GP is another. Similarly, our 
staff are being directed to the GV 
Health hub.

As we put this newsletter together, 
we are once again in a seven day 
circuit breaker lockdown – and again, 
our residents and their families 
are patiently dealing with visitor 

restrictions while our staff juggle all 
the requirements.

On a brighter note, it was National 
Volunteer Week in May, and while we 
were busy organizing vaccinations 
and the like, our volunteers quietly 
went about their business with little 
fuss. We are so grateful to have 
volunteers back in our facilities and 
we have been planning a special 
volunteer lunch to say thank you for 
all their help and support. As soon as 
we can set a date with certainty, we 
look forward to this event. 

We are settling new residents into 
Varapodio Way at Mooroopna Place, 
with around 16 now calling the new 
build their home. Staffing is ramping 
up to match the occupancy and 
residents are enjoying their brand 
new environment. It is lovely to see 
the interaction between residents 
who live at Varapodio Way and at 
Campbell Court. Staff have been 
organizing activities and events in 
both wings open to all and they have 
been widely attended.

The official opening of Mooroopna 
Place was held last month with 
the Member for Nicholls Damian 
Drum doing the honors, assisted 
by resident Anne Gooiker. On hand 
were Barry Campbell and Santo 
Varapodio OAM, who were honored 
to have the wings named after them 
in recognition of their  contribution 
towards the initial aged care facilities 
in Mooroopna.

The $20m build, funded through 
Shepparton Villages cash reserves, 
has a 100 bed capacity. Board 
chair Mike Hall and Project Control 
Committee chair Frank Dawson 
spoke of the various elements 
of the project, acknowledging all 
those involved.  Residents, families 
and guests enjoyed afternoon tea 
following the ceremony, wrapping up 
a wonderful day.

As we move in to the winter months 
– stay safe and warm. 
 

Veronica Jamison 
CEO - Shepparton Villages

Official party for the opening of Mooroopna Place, from left, Santo Varapodio OAM, CEO Veronica Jamison, Damian Drum, resident Anne Gooiker, 
Barry Campbell and SRV Board President Mike Hall.
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ENRICHING LIVES

Rotary celebrated its 100 year 
anniversary in the Goulburn Valley 
with a baton relay across six clubs 
from Kyabram to Shepparton, 
visiting towns and iconic Rotary sites 
along the way.

The Rotary Club of Mooroopna 
elected to accept the baton from 
Rotary Club of Tatura on Saturday 
May 15 at the newly opened 
residential care home, Mooroopna 
Place at Rodney Park.

Mooroopna Rotary president Kelvin 
Rogash said the Rotary Club of 
Mooroopna had a long history with 
Shepparton Villages and as founding 

Rotary honors history
partners in the establishment of 
residential aged care in Mooroopna 
many years ago, it was only fitting 
to have the baton changeover in the 
Rodney Park grounds.

Despite the wickedly cold weather, 
residents and staff gathered to 
witness the baton changeover, 
including Rodney Park Independent 
Living Unit resident Pat Treacy who is 
the only remaining charter member 
of Mooroopna Rotary Club. 

The baton moved across to 
Shepparton where the Shepparton 
Rotary Club also made a stop at 
Tarcoola.

Gwen’s awards sit proudly in her new home 
at Hakea Lodge. 

“You never know 
what a smile will 
do.”
That’s the philosophy of well-
known and well-loved Tarcoola 
resident, Gwen Wallace who this 
month was recognized during 
National Volunteer Week for her 
long service to volunteering. 

At 93 years of age, Gwen, who 
was formerly an Independent 
Living Unit (ILU) resident at 
Tarcoola and has recently moved 
into Hakea Lodge, was honored at 
the Volunteer Recognition Awards 
in Shepparton. 

Gwen has been volunteering 
for 20 years with Shepparton 
Villages and more recently with GV 
Hospice.

She was surprised to receive the 
award and honored after being 
lured to the Volunteer Awards on 
false pretenses.

“They had me walking behind the 
stage and I wondered what was 
going on,” she said.

Gwen’s awards sit proudly in her 
new home at Hakea Lodge.  

Congratulations Gwen – a well-
deserved honor indeed.

Rotary Club of Mooroopna members gather with residents and staff at Mooroopna Place 
after taking the baton from the Rotary Club of Tatura.

Our facilities participated in the Biggest Morning Tea to raise money and 
awareness for cancer research recently and thoroughly enjoyed the high tea 
in fancy china, entertainment, delicious morning (and afternoon!) tea, and 
the fellowship provided around the tables.

Hakea Lodge’s Grace Sandilands enjoyed her 
morning tea complete with fine china.

Margery McNabb supported the event held at 
Maculata Place.
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More than ever, funds across all sectors 
are tight in the wake of 2020 and the 
impact of COVID-19 on our economy.

While we have been fortunate to have 
managed well in the past for present 
needs, we still rely heavily on donations 
and generosity from the community – 
for which we are forever grateful.

Sometimes it can be the smallest of 
donations needed to bring the most 
amount of joy – and that is exactly what 
we are looking to fundraise for this tax 
time.

We are wanting to set up a sewing corner 
in our new Mooroopna Place building to 
enable our ladies and men who enjoy 
sewing, to have a secure place with all 
the bibs and bobs required.

While we know there are many generous 
people willing to donate all sorts of 
sewing equipment, materials and 
cottons – we would love to be able to 
purchase the equipment needed to make 
this a success.

All donations are tax deductible and your 
generosity will help our residents enjoy 
some of the simple but most satisfying 
activities. 

Thank you in advance for your generosity 
and continued support of our residents.

If you would like to make a donation, you 
can fill out the form below and return it in 
the reply paid envelope, or gives us a call 
to further discuss on (03) 58 320 800.

Fundraising Appeal

We celebrated nurses and carer’s week 
in the last month, acknowledging the 
wonderful work done by all carers at 
Shepparton Villages. Lifestyle and Leisure 
staff member Kerry Clarke is pictured 
with Banksia Lodge’s Norma Le Behen.

Angelina Barker (left) and Pauline Huth 
enjoyed all the Easter celebrations.

Santo Varapodio called in to the staff handover at Varapodio Way to meet the team 
running the wing named in his honor at the opening of Mooroopna Place.

Pom pom making proved a popular 
activity at Maculata Place with the 
lounge areas decorated in gorgeous 
colorful works.

Mitzi the pet therapy dog assisted 
residents at Hakea Lodge with some 
entertainment during the lockdown 
weekend.  Animal bingo was popular – as 
was Mitzi who enjoyed the company of 
Phyllis Bartlett and Lynette Grose.


