
Mooroopna looking 
after its own

Our appeal to raise money for the 
new $20m 100 bed aged care 
redevelopment at Rodney Park, to 
be known as Mooroopna Place has 
hit a chord with the locals. The most 
recent has been Allen and Jenni 
Hunter of Mooroopna H Hardware 
who handed over a donation of 
$5000 to go towards the “A Place to 
Call Home” appeal.

 “We’ve been particularly grateful to 
the builders (Nicholson Construction) 
who opened up an account here and 
they’ve supported a local business 
which I think is great,” Allen said.

Part of Shepparton Village’s 
commitment to the project ensures 
there is a percentage of local trade on 
the job, as well as local support.

Mooroopna Place is well under way 
with construction currently ahead of 
schedule and due for completion at 
the end of 2020.

With the old front of the building 
demolished and the inside of the 
rear of the building completely 
gutted, work has begun on the 
redevelopment which will bring a 
100 bed state of the art facility to 
Mooroopna.

“We are particularly pleased to be 
able to bring the state-of-the-
art standard to the residents of 
Mooroopna, it’s what they deserve 
and what they rightly expect. 
However we are not receiving any 
additional Government funding for the 
building, so to be able to fit out and 
furnish the building to the appropriate 

DECEMBER 2019  |    ISSUE NO. 73 Post Print Approved No PP: 321998/0029

TARCOOLA VILLAGE 
RODNEY PARK VILLAGE
KIALLA GARDENS VILLAGE

Allen Hunter (back left) and his staff at Mooroopna H Hardware are supporting the new 100 bed 
redevelopment at Rodney Park Village.

standard, so a donation like this is 
extremely appreciated,” Executive 
Manager of Community Engagement 
Jo Breen said.

More fundraising efforts for 
Mooroopna Place will kick in to place 
in 2020 but if you would like to assist 
or make a much needed donation, 
Shepparton Villages would love to 
hear from you – all donations are 
tax deductible. Call Jo Breen for a 
confidential discussion on (03) 58 
320 800.

The “A Place to Call Home” appeal 
currently stands at $58,000. 

MOOROOPNA HAS ALWAYS BEEN A TOWN OF PAROCHIAL PRIDE AND 
WHEN IT COMES TO LOOKING AFTER ITS OWN BACKYARD, MOOROOPNA 
COMES UP TRUMPS!

Work is ahead of schedule with the new 
building part of Mooroopna Place pegged out 
and read to go.
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Message from the CEO
It is hard to believe we are putting out 
our Christmas newsletter, but here we 
are preparing our residential sites for 
the festive season with decorations, 
plans for gatherings, music and 
laughter.

It’s a lovely time to enjoy with residents 
and their families and we appreciate 
the efforts our staff go to ensure it is a 
special time for all.

It has been a busy few months 
with our AGM in October where we 
acknowledged our staff excellence 
award winners and long serving staff. 
We also presented past board member 
Graham Hill with a Life Membership 
and heard from co-founders of I Wish 
I’d Asked Danny Finely and Eva Gruen 
about the wonderful program we are 
partnering with them on to connect 
our elderly with young people. It was 
as usual a jam-packed night with 
terrific food. Speaking of which, we 
farewelled Geoffrey Scales our former 
Catering Manager who has moved to 

new challenges after 27 years with 
us, and we welcome Raelene Sweet 
our Acting Catering Manager who 
has stepped up to take on the huge 
challenge and is doing a terrific job.

We hosted a round table of aged 
care providers from the region in 
October when the Federal Minister 
for Aged Care and Senior Australians, 
Richard Colbeck paid a visit. Minister 
Colbeck was left in no doubt as to 
the dire state of the industry with 
local providers giving him a firsthand 
account of how difficult it is under 
the current Commonwealth funding 
arrangements, with many challenges 
for all. 

Discussions covered off on the 
pressure points for small and large 
providers in this region. We await 
recommendations from the Royal 
Commission and look forward to 

ongoing dialogue with the Federal 
Government on much needed 
reforms. 

Mooroopna Place is looking really 
good with the build ahead of schedule 
and growing like a mushroom. It is 
incredible the difference taking down 
some walls in the back of the old 
building has made to opening the area 
to light and space. The new part of 
the building will link seamlessly with 
the old, and we can’t wait to move 
our residents in at the end of 2020, all 
going well.

To all our valued supporters, residents 
and families, staff and friends, we 
wish you a very happy and safe festive 
season and look forward to another 
exciting year in 2020.

Kerri Rivett 
CEO - Shepparton Villages

Federal Minister for Aged Care and Older Australians Richard Colbeck addresses providers at a 
meeting hosted at Rodney Park Village.

Hakea’s resident committee members Beth 
Stewart (left) and Bob Church with Care 
Manager Gabrielle Bush.

We now have Resident 
Representative Committees at 
Maculata Place, Hakea Lodge and 
Banksia Lodge. The residents elected 
to the Resident Committees are the 

Resident Representative committees formed

Maculata Place Resident Committee 
members Joan Bottomley, Noel Rea and Trine 
Anderson.

“go to” people for residents if they 
wish to raise concerns or issues with 
staff and management. Sometimes 
residents are reluctant to discuss 
issues in a meeting environment 

and feel more comfortable talking to 
their fellow residents. This is another 
avenue for our consumers to have a 
voice.

Banksia Lodge Committee from left, Lesley 
Reardon, Cynthia Poole, Care Manager David 
Shipston, Eileen Torney and Norma Le Behen.
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It’s not every day we get to celebrate 
a 105th birthday, so when Banksia 
Lodge’s Edna Harling turned 105 
recently, a party was in order!

Edna and her friends and family, 
including daughter Jenny and son 
Chris shared a special celebration at 
the Kialla Gardens Activity Centre, 
hosted by Banksia Lodge Care 
manager David Shipston.

The room was packed with friends 
happy to wish Edna a happy birthday 
and a special surprise video cheerio 
from Collingwood Football Club 
president Eddie McGuire, along with 
video messages from Australian 
bowls greats Steve Glasson, Carla 
Krizanic, Bec Van Asch and Matt 
Flapper were a highlight for sports 
mad Edna.

At one stage it looked like the 

Edna turns an amazing 105 years!
paparazzi had arrived with Edna 
surrounded by cameras and 
reporters –  and we laughed as she 
commented that she really didn’t 
know what all the fuss was about!

Edna, who is a picture of health, and 
walks without a walker or any other 
aid, says she doesn’t really have a 
recipe for a long life – other than 
to stay active! Edna is an inaugural 
member of the Shepparton Sporting 
Hall of Fame and received a letter 
from then Mayor Cr Kim O’Keefe. 

Congratulations Edna – you are an 
inspiration to us all!

We also celebrated two other special 
birthdays recently with Evelyn Davis 
of Banksia Lodge turning 100 and 
Peg Edwards at Maculata Place 
turning 101! Shepparton Villages now 
has five centurions in residential care.

Kath Chilcott (left) with Edna Harling.

Remembrance Day 
across our Villages
November 11, Remembrance Day, is a 
special day for many of our residents 
across the Shepparton Villages sites.

It is a time of reflection, of memories 
and sometimes of tears as residents 
remember the War, lost friends 
and family and give thanks for the 
sacrifices made.

Our Lifestyle staff work hard to ensure 
the day is given the reverence it 
deserves with services and laying of 
wreaths held on November 11 – or as 
was the case in Acacia House, a day 
or two before so that RSL members 
can conduct ceremonies in house for 
residents unable to make it to services 
in the community.

Acacia House hosted RSL member 
Brian McInneny who conducted a 
service while Glenda Edwards sang 
songs of the era. “We’ll meet again” 
reduced many of our residents to 
tears.

Wreaths were laid by Andy Kendall, 
Jack Walker, Harry Brittain and John 
and Joan Morrow – all accompanied 
by family.

At Maculata Place, beautiful garlands 
of hand knitted poppies adorned the 
walls. The poppies were knitted by 
residents, students and ILU members. 
The residents at Hakea Lodge took a 
trip back to Mooroopna to lay a wreath 
at the lone pine, and also held a 
service while commemorations were 
held at Banksia Lodge as well.

Peg Edwards turns 101

Edna Harling with Banksia Lodge 
Care Manager, David Shipston.

Acacia House memorial services, from left Pam 
Gibb, Jack Walker, Harry Brittain, John and Joan 
Morrow, Andy Kendal with (back) Brian McInneny, 
Gwenda Edwards, Carol Kendall and Chrissie Wells.

Evelyn Davis cuts her 100th birthday cake at Banksia 
Lodge.

Edna is interviewed and photographed by the media. 
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Amato Barca and Angeline Barca.
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Staff cooked a barbecue at RUOK day 
at Hakea Lodge.

Carol Kendall and Chrissie Wells with 
dad Andy Kendall at Acacia.

Students from the Flexible Learning Centre enjoyed a morning with the Banksia 
Lodge residents.

Nicholson Constructions Site Manger 
Greg McCalman (left) with Dennis 
Meka the newly appointed local site 
supervisor at Mooroopna Place.

Marion Wilson from Maculata Place 
enjoys the activities.

Di McAuliffe and Eva Gruen assist 
Wanganui students with knitting 
poppies for Remembrance Day.

Happy snaps from 
the Villages
There’s always something 
happening around our three 
sites at Shepparton Villages. 
Here are a few photos from 
our events and social outings 
these last few months. 

Jim Nicker is delighted with this furry 
little visitor.

Murray and Myra Slee (Maculata 
Place) celebrated their 70th wedding 
anniversary recently.

Betty Bryant tests out the Virtual 
Reality goggles assisted by Eva Gruen 
from I Wish I’d Asked.
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CEO Kerri Rivett helps cut the cake 
at Maculata Place’s first birthday 
celebrations.

Norma LeBehen and Cynthia Pool test 
drive the new dining chairs at Banksia 
Lodge.

Ken and Kath Birkett at the AGM.Leanne Hotchkiss and Fiona Davies, 
staff members at Maculata Place.

The Men’s Shed fellas were pretty 
happy with their prize multitude of 
awards from the Shepparton Show.

Bob Church helps the visiting kinder 
children at Hakea Lodge.

Hakea Lodge’s Helen Mulcahy loves it 
when the kinder children visit.

Robin Knaggs, Bruce Mactier and 
Murray Burls at the AGM.

Lynn Armstrong and Martha Berry at 
Acacia House.

Helen Dawson and Jamima Van 
Someren at the AGM.

Geoffrey Scales is farewelled at the 
AGM by Kerri Rivett CEO and Frank 
Dawson, Board President.

Newly presented Life Member Graham 
Hill and wife Dawn with Board 
President Frank Dawson.
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We are just so proud of Tarcoola 
Independent Living Unit resident 
Di McAuliffe who was one of four 
finalists in the Victorian Regional 
Achievement and Community 
Awards in the Senior Achievement 
Category.

The gala dinner held at Flemington 
Racecourse in October (before the 
Melbourne Cup carnival!) was an 
amazing evening with 400 people 
gathered to salute the super stars 
of regional Victoria, including Di, 
her husband Noel and daughter 
Kerry. A broad range of individuals 
and groups from many different 
disciplines were recognized for the 
amazing work they do in regional 
Victoria. 

Di was nominated and made it as 
a finalist for volunteer work which 

State volunteer finalist for our Di
spreads beyond the amazing work 
she has done at Shepparton Villages, 
most notably heading up the Love To 
Sew group.

Di has been involved in many 
volunteer pursuits and it is no 
surprise to us that Di was one of four 
finalists. She is a truly remarkable, 
giving person who genuinely cares 
about others and is always ready to 
help. Congratulations Di! 

Also on hand at the awards dinner 
was Banksia Lodge Care Manager 
David Shipston who accepted an 
achievement award for Banksia 
Lodge and the wonderful work he 
and the staff do for residents. We are 
bursting with a double dose of pride! 
Well done David and team. 

Di McAuliffe with her finalist certificate at the 
Victorian Regional Achievement Awards.

Cr Dinny Adem, Banksia Lodge’s Care Manager 
David Shipston and Di McAuliffe at the awards 
dinner.

Secret men’s 
business 
 
Our Men’s Shed held a successful 
open day recently, welcoming 
visitors to take a look at what goes 
on behind those closed doors!

What visitors saw was a wonderful 
display of handmade wooden toys 
and objects, rooms for relaxing with 
games, computers, tinkering with 
woodwork and mosaics as well as 
some pretty happy blokes!

The Men’s Shed is open every 
Wednesday and Friday to residents 
from our Shepparton Villages 
facilities, and the blokes regularly 
head out for outings together as 
well as spend time at the shed in the 
company of mates.

A barbecue and raffle assisted with 
over $200 raised on the day – not 
bad considering it was a gold coin 
donation for the privilege of joining in 
with a barbecue lunch and chat with 
the fellas.

Leigh James and Wayne Church fire 
up the barbecue.

Ron (from Nathalia Men’s Shed) and 
Annie Baker.

Kevin Grover with Kay Kenyon, Noela 
Douglass and Norma Kerr.

Cynthia Poole, Wayne Church, Angela 
Herring, Jennie Brittain and Norma 
Phillpot.
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Well we have been having quite the 
time with our regular Friday afternoon 
karaoke events.

As part of the I Wish I’d Asked 
program, that partners young people 
with elderly (apprentices and silver 
warriors!) the karaoke sessions at 
Tarcoola have been going off!!

We had a room full of people tapping 
their toes and singing along to the 

Who doesn’t love a bit of karaoke?!
music from the ‘50s right through to 
the ever-popular Abba numbers! 

Students from Wanganui Secondary 
College have been joining in the fun 
– singing, playing instruments and 
dancing with residents who have 
thoroughly enjoyed the interactions. It 
has been such fun and the smiles on 
faces is a true indication of just how 
much everyone has enjoyed it. 

Nina Varricchio from Hakea Lodge has fun 
with one of the Wanganui Park College 
students.  

Robin Casley from Hakea Lodge loves the 
music. 

Eva Gruen, Frank Vergona and Danny Finley 
from I wish I’d Asked who hosted the first 
karaoke session.

Frank Vergona gets the students and 
residents singing along.

Norma Kerr from Hakea Lodge thoroughly enjoys the entertainment. 

For many of our residents, leaving a 
pet when they move in to residential 
care can be very traumatic.

We have regular pet therapy with 
visiting dogs, rabbits, and other four-
legged friends but there is nothing 
better than a lingering cuddle. So 
we purchased some robo-cats and 
puppies that are touch activated.

When patted they purr, and when 
scratched they roll over or offer a paw, 
they close their eyes and bark. These 
are great interactive pets for residents 
with cognitive impairment and can 
assist in all sorts of ways.

Robo cats prove 
popular

Each facility has christened their new 
pet with names, and this is Lily the cat 
with Patricia Broad from Acacia House 
enjoying a hug!
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Our plans for a children’s playground 
at Tarcoola are exciting, but we do 
need some support.

We’ve been fortunate to have been 
successful with some grant money 
from the William Angliss Charitable 
Fund foundation of Victoria 
which has helped to kickstart the 
playground, and we have scrimped 
and saved to put a few dollars away 
to assist.

However, we would love to be 
able to build this colourful and 

CHRISTMAS APPEAL FOR OUR PLAYGROUND 
Playground plans need a helping hand

fun combination of swings and 
playground equipment, along 
with a fully covered and sheltered 
barbecue and picnic table area so 
that families can enjoy the area 
while visiting their loved ones at 
Tarcooola.

We estimate around 300 families 
would benefit from the playground 
area – with residents from Maculata 
Place, Hakea Lodge and Acacia 
House able to take grandchildren 
and great grandchildren to 

the playground, as well as our 
Independent Living Unit residents. 
We are hoping an area like this 
will encourage more children to 
visit their grandparents or great 
grandparents as children bring so 
much joy to our residents.

We also have many kinder and 
school groups who visit and on 
beautiful days, we would love 
to hold small gathering with our 
kinder friends and residents at the 
playground area.

If you are able to make a donation 
to our playground and barbecue 
area please fill in the slip below and 
remember, all donations are tax 
deductible.

Anyone wishing to discuss a private 
donation can contact Jo Breen, our 
Executive Manager Community 
Engagement on (03) 58 320 800.

Thank you to all of those who 
have so generously donated to 
Shepparton Villages for various 
projects in the past – we thank you 
so sincerely for your ongoing and 
much appreciated support.

Christmas Trading hours

How wonderful would it be to see smiling faces like this enjoy a purpose built 
playground at Tarcoola for visiting children to enjoy with their grandparents. 

Our Administration Office at Tarcoola will close for the Christmas period from end of business on 
Friday December 20, and re-open again on Monday January 6. We want to take this opportunity to 

wish you all a very happy and safe Christmas.


