
Maculata Place officially opened
The wind blew cold, but there was a lot 
of warm wishes at the official opening 
of Maculata Place on Friday November 
23.

The Hon Ken Wyatt, Minister for Aged 
Care and Senior Australians, and 
Minister for Indigenous Affairs made 
the trip to Shepparton accompanied by 
Member for Murray Damian Drum to 
declare the building officially open.

Minister Wyatt paid tribute to the 
residents of Maculata Place for their 
role in shaping and developing their 
Shepparton community, and talked of 
the connection he could see between 
that and their new home.

Resident Anne Wright assisted 
Minister Wyatt in unveiling the plaque 
and cutting the ribbon to declare 
the building open in front of a crowd 
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From left, Minister Ken Wyatt, Wilma Woodhouse, Lance Woodhouse OAM, Damian Drum, Keppel Turnour OAM and Kerri Rivett.

Resident Anne Wright helped Minister Wyatt 
cut the ribbon to officially open Maculata 
Place.

of around 200 people, including 
dignitaries, board members, staff, 
sponsors and importantly, our 
residents.

The Love to Sew Ladies, represented 
by Di McAuliffe and Barbara Wright 
made a presentation of one of the 
quilts they have made to Minister 
Wyatt.

Following the opening, Minister Wyatt 
hosted a roundtable discussion with 
more than 30 aged care providers 
from the region, listening to concerns 
and answering questions about the 
industry and its future.

During his tour of Maculata Place, 
Minister Wyatt commented to CEO 
Kerri Rivett that the new model of 
care and approach combined with 
the building should be a showcase for 
others to follow.

Around 200 people attended the opening.
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Message from the CEO

I’ve barely been at my desk these 
last few weeks as we’ve finalised the 
many movements that have taken 
place within the Shepparton Villages 
family recently.

As has been heavily promoted, our 
new $34m building Maculata Place 
has been officially opened by the Hon 
Ken Wyatt, Minister for Aged Care and 
Senior Australians, and our residents 
have settled in to life in this lovely new 
environment.

Running alongside all of that is the 
movement of residents from Rodney 
Park over to the old Hakea Lodge 
building and some in to Maculata 
Place. This is so we can begin 
the process of refurbishing and 
redeveloping Rodney Park Residential 
care facility in to a brand new, 100 
bed home to be known as Mooroopna 
Place.

It feels like there is no rest for the 
wicked – and in a sense that is true! 
Our wonderful staff have worked so 
hard to make all these transitions 
happen and I wish to extend my 
sincere gratitude to all who have 
worked so hard, and have gone above 
and beyond.

At the centre of all this movement 
is our residents. It is the desire to 
create a warm, and welcoming 
home with plenty of room for choice 
and independence, that drives such 
change and ongoing planning.

In amongst the busy period, we also 
held our Annual General Meeting 
– the 50th AGM no less! This was 
a terrific night and as always the 
highlight for me is the recognition 
of our long serving staff and 
those who epitomise our values 
through continued excellence. 
Congratulations to all who received 
awards and to our team for putting on 
yet another terrific AGM.

We continue to work on our 
community partnerships here at 
Shepparton Villages and as you will 
see, we constantly have visitors 
brightening the day for residents and 
staff. One of those partnerships this 
year has been with Shepparton High 
School. The school has provided 40 
pieces of artwork from students 
ranging from year 7 to year 10 for 
display in Maculata  Place. We were 
excited to officially open this exhibit 
recently and invite the students to 

view their art hanging professionally 
on the walls of this lovely new 
building.

Christmas is all but upon us and we 
knew it would come around quickly. It 
is a special time for most people, and 
this year will be especially exciting as 
residents will be celebrating in their 
new homes. Organisation for lunches 
and celebrations is well under way, 
and the music wafting through the 
corridors has a distinct Christmas 
tone!

I would like to take this opportunity to 
wish you all a very happy Christmas 
– and thank you all for your ongoing 
and continued support of Shepparton 
Villages and the community that we 
are creating here.

I would especially like to acknowledge 
our generous sponsors who allow us 
to truly create a community that any 
of us would be proud to live in.

May you all stay happy, healthy and 
safe over the Christmas period, we 
look forward to yet another busy year 
in 2019.

Until next time,                                

Kerri Rivett 
CEO - Shepparton Villages

Diversional Therapist Christine Crawford carefully balances the farewell to 
Rodney Park cake while CEO Kerri Rivett does the honors.

A busy run in to Christmas celebrations
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Beautiful moments between pen pals
A wonderful project between the 
residents at Banksia Lodge and 
kinder children from Balaclava Road 
Childcare Centre is producing some 
heart-warming moments.

The childcare centre contacted us 
to see if we would be interested 
in having some of our residents 
become pen pals for the children.

We jumped at the chance and before 
long, children were matched with 
a pen pal, and good old fashioned 
handwritten letters from our 
residents were sent to the children 
who sent back drawings and 
messages.

The two groups came together to 
meet face to face recently – sharing 

a morning tea of juice boxes and 
fruit, and lots of fun activities.

We’re not sure who had the biggest 
smiles - our residents or the 
children! 

What a wonderful initiative with 
some truly beautiful outcomes. 
Thank you for thinking of us 
Balaclava Road Childcare Centre.

Lucy Dixon, 3 and resident Eileen Torney. All smiles from resident Betty Roberts and young Cooper Ryan.

Rodney Park residents make the move
With development to begin soon 
on the $18.2million refurbishment 
of Rodney Park, residents have 
made the move across the river to 
Shepparton.

Grevillea Lodge residents now call 
Bertram House at Maculata Place 
home, while Boronia House and 
Waratah Lodge residents have 
temporarily moved in to the Hakea 
building at Tarcoola while the 
redevelopments take place.

Work on the redevelopment should 
be completed in 2020, and will result 
in 10 extra beds, bringing the total to 
100 to be housed under the one roof, 
known as Mooroopna Place.

Such big changes can be challenging 
logistically for staff and residents, 
but assistance from the Rotary 
Clubs in Shepparton and Mooroopna 
has helped with packing of residents’ 
furniture, and entertainment of 

residents while staff have had to do 
some of the heavy lifting.

A farewell to Rodney Park was held 
with a party and lots of reminiscing 
and story telling, and shared fond 
memories of the old building.

Rodney Park residents have been 
warmly welcomed to Hakea and 
plans are under way for all the usual 
Christmas celebrations as everyone 
settles in to their temporary home.

Rodney Park Residents said a fond farewell to Rodney Park at a 
special celebration.

Yogi Kulanthaivello, Sue Hyde, Maria Waganer and Janice Hyde at the 
Rodney Park farewell. 
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The 50th Annual General Meeting 
of Shepparton Villages was held last 
month with staff honoured for long 
service and excellence, and volunteer 
groups recognised for their consistent 
contributions.

CEO Kerri Rivett chaired the 
evening, and guest speakers were 
the architects for the approaching 
development at Rodney Park, Philip 
Templeton, Director, and Vignesh 
Chandrasekaran, Project Architect 
from PTA Architecture.

A life membership was presented to 
Dr Selina Quilty, former board member 
and long time supporter of Shepparton 
Villages. A presentation was also made 
to outgoing board member Geoff 
Dobson. 

Staff were also recognised for their 
long service, with awards made to 
those having served 10, 15, 25 and 30 
years.

Staff and volunteers honoured at AGM
This year, the outstanding 
achievement awards were aligned to 
the organisation’s values, and CEO 
Kerri Rivett made special awards for 
“above and beyond” performance to 
Ed McNair, Barry Curtis, Jacinta Munro 
and Sue Taylor.

Recognition awards were also made 
to the three Independent Living Unit 
support groups at Tarcoola, Kialla 
Gardens and Rodney Park for their 
tireless and consistent fundraising, 
volunteering and support of 
Shepparton Villages. The Love to Sew 
Ladies were also recognised for their 
ongoing outstanding contributions. 

A specially prepared croquembouche 
made by the kitchen staff highlighted 
the 50 years of AGMs.

A full list of award winners is as follows:
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10 years service recipients: Ed McNair, Kerri Sitters, Geoff McKendrick, Sue Taylor, Jackie 
Nightingale, Heather Dove and Merushe Asim.

Above and Beyond award winners, from left 
Ed McNair, Sue Taylor, Jacinta Munro and 
Barry Curtis with President Merushe Asim.

Kialla Gardens ILU reps Isobel Fairmaid and 
Eve Tattersall with Kerri Rivett and Merushe 
Asim.

Tarcoola ILU group with Kerri Rivett (left), Edie Poliness, Kevin Ritchie, Barbara Wheelhouse, 
Elaine Mountjoy, Jan Enders and Merushe Asim.

STAFF AWARDS
Choice Award - Kara Farrow
Respect Award - Deb Roden
Care Award - Hayley Newton-King
Passion Award - Donna McLean
Team Work Award - Debbie Panatierri

ABOVE AND BEYOND AWARDS
Ed McNair, Sue Taylor, Jacinta Munro and 
Barry Curtis

STAFF MILESTONE AWARDS
30 Years - Helen Peirce

25 Years - Geoff Scales

15 Years - Dawn Rogers, Leanne 
Hotchkiss, Sue Cahill, Joanne Whennen, 
Lynne Coe, Jodie Toohey, Anne Maree 
Bramley, Virginia McPhillamy.

10 Years - Wayde Vidler, Geoff 
McKendrick, Sue Taylor, Jackie Nightingale, 
Ed McNair, Kerri Sitters, Heather Dove, 
Glenys McQualter, Jillian Hall, Bryan 
Wayman, Fiona Thomson, Melissa Lepp, 
Alisha Brown
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Acacia House residents gather to listen 
to a musical performance from the 
Wanganui Secondary College orchestra.

Brian Mulcahy and Helen Mulcahy with 
the visiting Melbourne Cup.

A large crowd gathered for the 
Farewell to Rodney Park.

Joe Gagliardi from the Tatura Santo 
Donato Committee with Kerri Rivett.

Don Phillips, Dr Selina Quilty and Merushe 
Asim.

Outgoing board member Geoff Dobson paid 
tribute to Shepparton Villages staff.

15 years service recipients, from left Dawn 
Rogers, Sue Cahill, Joanne Whennen with 
Merushe Asim.

Rodney Park ILU support group with Kerri 
Rivett (left), Pat Treacy, Kath Treacy, Joyce 
Russell, Ian Russell and Merushe Asim.

Joy Stone hosts an Echuca Rd 
Kindergarten student at Waratah 
Lodge. 

Happy Snaps 
around 
Shepparton 
Villages!
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Banksia’s Norma Le Behen looking 
resplendent in her Cup hat at the Melbourne  
Cup tour.

Bryan Martin hands the Melbourne Cup 
over to Acacia resident Wendy Cann at 
the tour in August. 
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Shepparton High School art students 
are the first to have their work 
exhibited at Maculata Place as part of 
a rotating community art exhibit.

Every 12 months, the artwork 
will rotate to another school, or 
kindergarten, allowing students 
the opportunity to have their work 
professionally framed and displayed. 

“Students and their teachers were 
invited recently in to Maculata Place 
to officially launch the exhibit, giving 
the residents and students a chance 
to mingle and discuss their work. It is 
a great opportunity to bring a cohort 
of young people in to our community 
and we are so very grateful to Louise 
McDade-cartey and the students at 
Shepparton High School for their hard 
work,” PR, Marketing and Fundraising 
Manager Jo Breen said.

The Shepparton High School students 
began working on their pieces earlier 
this year, and the work will remain on 
display for 12 months. 

Art teacher Louise McDade-cartey 
said the project had been a great focus 
for the students and teachers, and 

Community a big part of Maculata Place
that everyone was really excited about 
being involved in Maculata Place.

“I’ve never done anything like this 
before with our students but for 
them to be able to have their work 
professionally curated in a building 
like this is just amazing. The building 
is absolutely beautiful and we are so 
proud to be the first community art 
exhibitors. The students are looking 
forward to the opening so they can 
see their works hung on the walls,” she 
said.

The Art Exhibit is just one example of 
involving the community at Maculata 
Place.

The Love to Sew Ladies are also 
involved, having made beautiful 
patchwork quilts in indigenous 
patterns to offer to residents at 
Maculata Place. 

The ladies have worked long and hard 
on this project for over two years and 
the end result is stunning. Residents 
will be invited to a display of the quilts 
and invited to select one for their room 
if they wish.  

Resident Steve Szmola enjoys the artwork supplied by Shepparton High School students at 
Maculata Place.

Minister Ken Wyatt accepts a gift from the Love to Sew Ladies, Di McAuliffe and Barbara Wright, with Kerri Rivett CEO.
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We’ve had a wild old time at Tarcoola 
recently.

By that we mean that we’ve become 
somewhat of a wildlife sanctuary.

In the space of a few short weeks, we 
watched as 19 little ducklings were 
paraded around the grounds by their 
proud parents, we had an echidna 
hunker down in the garden near 
administration and then three baby 
plovers born in the courtyard at Hakea 
Lodge.

The ducklings were adopted by us all 
from the very beginning – with staff 
and residents often having to stop 

their cars and give way as they cross 
the road. We’ve even seen them use 
the crossing on busy Batman Ave! 
Cars often stop to allow the mother 
and father ducks to ferry their charges 
across the road – quite a site. 

We had a spiky visitor hunker down in 
our gardens outside the administration 
office, although he was rather shy.

The plovers let us know they were 
there – and the little furry babies loped 
around chasing their mother and 
making quite a noise.

Never a dull moment here!

Wild time at Tarcoola

Furphy Foundry 
Donation
Part of the landscaping and garden 
plans for the surrounds of Maculata 
Place involved the installation of 
park benches for residents to rest 
and enjoy the great outdoors.

A plan to integrate the gardens 
surrounding Maculata Place 
with the rest of the Tarcoola site 
means we needed around 32 park 
benches. These unique benches are 
manufactured by Furphy Foundry 
and hold the Shepparton Villages 
initials in the arms of the benches.

Furphy Foundry has generously 
donated 7 of the 32 benches 
required, which is the equivalent 
donation of more than $7,000. 
Thank you!

We are very grateful to the Furphy 
Foundry for their ongoing support to 
Shepparton Villages and love how 
the new park benches are slotting 
so nicely into the Shepparton 
Villages Tarcoola site.

The blokes from the Mens’ Shed 
headed off recently on a fishing trip at 
the “Broken - Boosey State Park.” 

We are under strict instructions not 
to reveal exactly where it is, as it’s a 
secret fishing spot, and well you know 
fishermen and their secret spots!

Catch of the week went to Harry 
Brittain with the endangered “Twig 
Fish” that delivered a few chuckles.

Lots of fishing tips where swapped and 
old fish tales – some quite long - were 
told. 

It was a great day out, perfect weather 
and the guys are looking forward to 
going back again soon.

Our blokes cast a line

Bob and Ross dangle a line on the trip. Harry Brittain hooks the endangered 
“twig fish”.

This little echidna burrowed in near our 
administration building.
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One of the pride and joys of 
Shepparton Villages is the 
immaculate gardens we are so lucky 
to have at each of our sites.

As you can imagine, keeping up with 
the lawns is a huge job and with the 
recent completion of Maculata Place 
– that job just got a whole lot bigger 
for our gardening team.

This Christmas we are raising funds 
for a new Kubota ride on mower 
to help the guys keep up with the 
task of cutting the lush green lawns 
surrounding the new building at  
Tarcoola.

Christmas 
Appeal for a 
new mower

Tax Time Appeal delivers Gym Equipment
Thank you!! Our Tax Appeal helped 
raise around $7,600 to help us buy 
equipment for the gym at Maculata 
Place.

The beautiful open space houses 
parallel bars, exercise bikes, a 

pilates reformer machine and 
various strengthening equipment.

Equipped with hearing loop 
technology and overhead tracking 
for mobility support the gym is set 
to become a hive of activity.

Thanks to our amazing community, 
we have been able to equip the gym 
and wish to thank each and every 
person who donated to this appeal.

Plans are under way for further 
development of the area to include a 
rotunda and barbecue to encourage 
the community to enjoy the beautiful 
surrounds we are so blessed to have.

If you would like to make a donation, 
you can do so via our website, 
www.sheppvillages.com.au or you 
can complete the form below and 
return it to us in the supplied reply-
paid envelope. All donations are tax 
deductible.

If you would like to discuss a private 
donation, please contact Jo Breen at 
Shepparton Villages on (03) 58 320 
800.

Christmas Opening Times
 The Tarcoola Administration office will 
be closed for Christmas from Monday 
December 24 until Wednesday, January 
2. Follow the phone prompts for inquires 
at each of our residential care facilities, 
or for emergency after hours assistance.


